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| am not a mistake

On June 24th the Supreme Court did
something I never thought, but had prayed
and cried out to God that they would do—
they overturned Roe v. Wade. I know it
doesn’t magically change everything, but as

I listened to the back and forth of the news
for just a moment, I found myself taken

back to the fall of 1976 when I was 6 and in
first grade. So many of my memories stem
from this moment. It’s where I learned what
an abortion really was—the murder of an
innocent human and where I learned that not
everyone was kind in their understanding of
this difficult topic. It’s the moment where
6-year-old me, who knew nothing of my story
yet, when I used my strong voice to advocate
for these innocent babies and had it so
fiercely smacked back down in humiliation by
a first grade teacher that screamed at me for
talking about how sad killing unborn babies
was on the school playground. That moment
silenced my voice for the next twelve years in
any public setting. Understanding the tragedy
of innocent life being killed taught me to
weep and mourn in silence because my voice
was not welcome and was demanded to be
hidden in public and shamed into silence in
my home.

Hearing the verdict of the Supreme Court,

all I could think of was how much of my life
has been lived and how many never got the
chance. I actually felt deep sorrow versus

joy at the verdict and have been questioning
myself with “what is wrong with you that
you cannot even express joy in this decision.”
Here is what I could wrestle out from within

We demolish arguments and every
presumption set up against the
knowledge of God; and we take
captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ.

(2 Corinthians 10:5)

About the Author

the confines of my mind. I first thought of how
much I have learned about my own beginnings as a
child of a violent rape against my mother and how
this knowledge has shaken my footing and brought
such tremendous grief. As I heard the president on
the day of the Roe v Wade decision give remarks
and pausing for effect as he shared why should a
woman be forced to carry and have a baby from
rape, all [ heard were the whispers “see, I told you
that you have no value and should hide.” But those
are lies and then my heart suddenly felt so sad and
full of compassion for the women who felt they
were not strong enough to have a baby like me. In
that moment, my heart and grief broke open as the
thought came to me of how many babies conceived
in the most horrendous of experiences, innocents to
pain and evil of this world—that so many of these
little ones never got to see what they could have
done with their life if just given the chance.

I do not hold any ill feelings or anger towards

the women in these most traumatic moments of
their lives as they wrestle through the trauma

of a rape while learning they are now expecting

a child conceived in their nightmare. I cannot

even imagine what it must be like to hear others
surrounding them offering suggestions and options
while these women are either silently or openly
trying to heal. It reminds me that we have a long
way to go to showing women support, love,
compassion and being their strength while they
re-find their own. It is in this balance of support
that I see over and over we have forgotten that
other side of this same coin is an innocent baby
being knit together in their mother’s womb. A baby
like myself. An innocent baby who was given life
because my aunt was my mom’s strength when she
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“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves;

ensure justice for those being crushed.”
(Proverbs 31:8-9)

needed it most and assured my mom she would walk
with her through her pregnancy and beyond. While
there is much more to my story than I can put into
words at this moment, I can say that [ am so thankful
to have been seen for my own value, my own worth,
that I was innocent to the evil put upon my own
mom. The actions and violence taken upon my mom
were never acceptable, evil is always wrong, but the
consequences of a new and innocent life are not evil.
It is not easy, I do understand that road as a child
whose mom struggled to know how to feel about her,
but I have lived a life that has made a difference, still
is making a difference just because I was allowed to
take those first few breaths of life over five decades
ago.

As a child of a rapist, many would say I should not
be here, but as a human being who has been given
the gift of life, I would say I am ever so grateful

that my value and my worth has been given the
opportunity to be lived out as God intended. I speak
for the children who are rarely spoken of and instead
seen as a problem to be eliminated. We can do better
by the women who are in the most horrendous of
circumstances, and we must do better to help be their
strength, beside them, loving them, healing beside
them. The stakes are too high for those who are

yet to be born, not able to fight. Many like myself
are thankful beyond measure to be here today to

say, “PLEASE don’t forget us.” I cannot forget that
EVERY life has value, purpose, and a plan.

Every. Single. Life.

Editor’s Note: The “Child of a Rapist” who wrote this article
earned a Master’s Degree, married, and has adult children who
became a software engineer and officer serving in the military.

There are many people and resources available to help you.

https://www.gotaheart.org/help-available-for-women-men

Faye Barnhart, Co-Founder of the Colorado Life Initiative Coalition, is a Life Affirming Specialist and Women’s Advocate of nineteen
years. She served in a federal think tank on the co-occurrence of adult and child violence and four pregnancy care centers in two
states, including CEO of the largest pregnancy care center geographically in Colorado and the US. She was a prelaw student, aid at
the Colorado state Capitol, interned in media, and finished her degree as a single parent. She pursued a Master’s in Organizational
leadership, a career in communications and management in international ministry, and served as a Director on several Boards. A
follower of Jesus Christ since a small child, she is the wife of a farmer in rural Colorado. She is the mother of three grown biological
children, an adopted special needs son and biological grandmother to several miracle babies, including a grandson who needed life-
saving surgery at birth.
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